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But thanks be to God who giveth the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1Cor. 15:57

June 20, 2008

 Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your faithful prayers. Pearl and I are in the United States where I recently underwent a 
successful shoulder replacement surgery. Lord willing, we will be back in Brazil in time for the FIEL Pastors’ Conference 
this October. As these last few months have been very busy for our staff, in Brazil , we want here to bring you up to date 
on some of what is going on.

FIEL College Conference 2008
The 6th FIEL College and Singles’ Conference was 

held May 1-4, at the beautiful Vale dos Cedros Ranch 
Hotel in Paraibuna, São Paulo. Although it was rainy 
and cold for most of the conference, the Lord blessed 
the youth with challenging messages from the Word of 
God which stirred many hearts to seek Him more. The 
theme of this year’s conference was “Knowing the Will 
of God: discovering His best for our lives.” The speakers 
included pastor Sillas Campos, Clodoaldo Machado, and 
professors Adauto Laurenço and Paulo Cesar de Oliveira. 
Topics covered during the four-day event included, 
“What is the importance of knowing God’s will?“ “How 
can I discover God’s best for my life? “ “What does the 
Bible teach about dating, Singleness, and Marriage?” 
“What is God’s will for His creation and His creatures?” 

We received numerous letters and comments 
from the 320 or so young people who participated in 
the conference. One young lady wrote, “I feel that I 
am returning home ediý ed and strengthened in the 

faith. All the messages touched me deeply.” Another 
commented, “It completely changed my life! The 
conference was prepared by God for me! In every area 
I had problems, and I asked God for direction and He 
answered!” We give praise and glory to the Lord for the 
way He has worked in the lives of so many.

Pr. Kevin Millard



FIEL’s Staff Theologian - Pr. Franklin Ferreira
visits the Capitol Hill Baptist ChurchWeekender

“From May 15-19, FIEL Pr. Gilson and 
I attended a “weekender,” promoted 
by the Nine Marks Ministry of Capitol 
Hill Baptist Church (CHBC), which 
is pastored by Mark Dever — author 
of many books, including Nine Marks 
of a Healthy Church. During the 

“weekender”, we were immersed in the church life 
of CHBC, from attending their Eldership meetings 
and classes for new members, to being exposed to 
their structure: Sunday School, pastoral training, the 
philosophy of the ministry and preaching, and the foreign 
missions program. In addition, we attended a meeting 
with seminary students who serve at CHBC, as well as 
a Wednesday night Bible study, the Sunday morning 
worship and evening prayer services, and the business 
meeting of the church. 

In all of our experiences with CHBC, we can 
deý nitively say that the ñnine marksò that characterize 
a healthy church were not only emphasized by the 
church, but also ñþ eshed outò practically by: emphasis on 
expository preaching and biblical theology; the priority 
of the gospel and biblical comprehension of conversion; 
a biblical understanding of evangelism; the implications 
of being part of a local church; biblical discipline in the 
church; discipleship and growth, and the primacy of the 
eldership.

At no time during our visit with CHBC did Mark 
Dever (or the other elders) ever insinuate that CHBC’s 

Hundreds of letters from pastors testify 
to the life-changing help received through 
the Adopt a Pastor Project. That there are 
485 pastors still on the waiting list testiý es 
to a growing thirst for sound doctrine. 
The opportunity to inþ uence the present 
generation of church leaders is the greatest 
challenge that lies before us in Brazil, 
Portugal, Mozambique and Angola. Pray 
with us that the Lord will soon supply for the 
needs of so many who are still waiting for the 
opportunity to enlarge their minds and hearts 
through sound literature and conferences.

practices should be imitated by other churches, yet 
we came away greatly motivated to apply the “nine 
marks” characterizing a healthy local church to our own 
particular ministry. Implementing the “nine marks” 
requires not only thorough knowledge of what the Bible 
teaches about being a healthy church, but also a thorough 
knowledge of the church for which we are responsible, 
and the locale where it has been established.

To paraphrase a quote from Andrew Murray, “The 
brethren of CHBC don’t teach the half of what they live!”

I extend my profound thanks to the ministry of FIEL 
Publishing House, in the persons of Pastor Richard 
Denham, Rick Denham III, and Tiago Santos, who sent me 
to get acquainted with CHBC and its Nine Marks Ministry. 
Beneý cium et gratia sunt vincula concordiae et amicitiae.ò

Pr. Franklin Ferreira, ThM.

Observing a Capitol Hill Baptist Church elder’s meeting

“From May 15-19, FIEL Pr. Gilson and 
I attended a “weekender,” promoted 
by the Nine Marks Ministry of Capitol 
Hill Baptist Church (CHBC), which 
is pastored by Mark Dever — author 
of many books, including Nine Marks 
of a Healthy Church. During the 

“weekender”, we were immersed in the church life 

News from the Adopt a Pastor Project
If you want to know more about this weekender event, and how you can be a part of it, visit www.9marks.org

“Since FIEL began having conferences in Portugal, my colleagues and I have been 
stimulated by this precious help in our understanding of the Sacred Scriptures.”

Pastor Rogério Ramos - Portugal

“I have just read, from cover to cover, the last edition of Faith for Today. 
As a preacher of the gospel and, consequently, a student of the holy Bible, 
I was greatly ediý ed by what I read. I am certain that every preacher needs 
literature that exhorts, teaches, and instructs.”

Pr. Frutuoso Gomes - Brazil

“Your ministry gives us great cause for prayer and rejoicing. I never imagined 
that I would be able to obtain books in this way--books that are more valuable 

to me than any treasure. Thanks to you my knowledge has been expanded.” 
Pr.Rogério Clemente, Brazil 




